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FM USMISSION NATO 
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SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

INFO ALL NATO CAPITALS 3575 

USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 

USMISSION GENEVA 

AMEMBASSY VIENNA 

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

AMEMBASSY MADRID 

USNMR SHAPE 

UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF 2 USNATO 6059 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP, PFOR, NATO 

SUB J : NATO MINISTERIAL: TEXT OF NAC COMMUNIQUE 
VIENNA FOR USDEL MBFR 
GENEVA FOR USDEL CSCE 

TEXT OF THE COMMUNIQUE APPROVED BY THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL 
IN MINISTERIAL SESSION ON DECEMBER 1 1 FOLLOWS: 

THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL MET IN MINISTERIAL SESSION 
IN BRUSSELS ON 10TH AND 1 1TH DECEMBER, 1973. 

2. MINISTERS CONSIDERED INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS 

SINCE THEIR PREVIOUS MEETING IN JUNE. THEY DREW ENCOURAGEMENT 
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FROM THE CONTINUING DEVELOPMENT OF BOTH BILATERAL AND MULTI- 
LATERAL EAST- WEST CONTACTS OVER A WIDE FIELD. THEY RECOGNIZED. 
HOWEVER, THAT INTERNATIONAL PEACE REMAINS FRAGILE AND STRESSED 
ONCE AGAIN THE IMPORTANCE FOR THE ALLIANCE OF MAINTAINING TO 
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THE FULL ITS DEFENSIVE AND DETERRENT MILITARY CAPACITY. 

3. MINISTERS RECALLED THEIR DECISION IN JUNE TO EXAMINE 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES OF THE ALLIANCE IN THE 
LIGHT OF THE PRFOUND CHANGES WHICH WERE TAKING PLACE INEVERY 
FIELD OF INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITY. THEY NOTED THAT EXAMINATION 
OF THESE CHANGES HAD LED TO SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS TOWARDS AGREEMENT 
ON A JOINT DECLARATION ON ATLANTIC RELATIONS. THEY AGREED THAT 
THIS IMPORTANT WORK SHOULD BE PURSUED TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION. 
SUCH A DECLARATION, REFLECTING A PERSPECTIVE COMMENSURATE WITH 
THE CHALLENGES OF THE FUTURE, WOULD SERVE TO GUIDE THE ALLIANCE 
IN ITS VITAL TASKS OF MAINTAINING PEACE, IMPROVING EAST- WEST 
RELATIONS AND PROMOTING GREATER SECURITY AND WELL-BEING. 

4. MINISTERS REAFFIRMED THAT THE SOLIDARITY OF THE ALLIANCE, 

AND THEREBY ITS SUCCESS IN MAINTAINING EFFECTIVE DETERRENCE AND 
RELIABLE DEFENCE WERE THE FOUNDATIONS OF CONTINUING PROGRESS TOWARDS 
DETENTE. IN THIS PERSPECTIVE, THEY WILL CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN 

THE FULLEST POSSIBLE EXCHANGE OF VIEWS AND INFORMATION, AND CLOSE 
CONSULTATION AND CO-OPERATION, IN A SPIRIT OF MUTUAL TRUST, ON 
ALL PROBLEMS OF COMMON CONCERN. THEY INSTRUCTED THE COUNCIL 
IN PERMANENT SESSION TO CONSIDER THE MOST APPROPRIATTE MEANS OF 
ENSURING THE FULL EFFECTIVENESS OF THIS CONSULTATION. 

5. MINISTERS REVIEWED EVENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. THEY 

WELCOMED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A UN EMERGENCY FORCE AND NOTED WITH 
SATISFACTION PROGRESS TOWARDS THE HOLDING OF A PEACE CONFERENCE. 

THEY REAFFIRMED THE SUPPORT OF ALL THEIR GOVERNMENTS FOR THE 
RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS OF THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL AND THEY EXPRESSED 
THEIR OVER-RIDING CONCERN TO SEE A JUST AND LAST SETTLEMENT 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST. MINISTERS FURTHER TOOK NOTE OF THE REPORT BY 
THE COUNCIL IN PERMANENT SESSION ON THE SITUATION IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN PREPARED ON THEIR INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN AT THEIR 
PREVIOUS MEETING. MINISTERS INVITED THE COUNCIL IN PERMANENT 
SESSION TO CONTINUE TO KEEP THE SITUATION UNDER REVIEW AND TO 
REPORT FURTHER. 
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6. MINISTERS REVIEWED DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CONFERENCE ON 
SECURITY AND CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE. THEY NOTED THAT, FOLLOWING 
THE MINISTERIAL MEETNG IN HELSINKI AT WHICH THE AGENDA FOR THE 
CONFERENCE HAD BEEN APPROVED, THE METHODICAL WORK WHICH HAD 
TAKEN PLACE THUS FAR IN GENEVA HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN BRINGING 
ABOUT THE THOROUGH EXAMINATION OF SPECIFIC ISSUES WHICH, IN 
COURSE TO SATISFACTORY RESULTS. THEY REAFFIRMED THE DETERMINATION 
OF THEIR GOVERNMENTS TO CONTINUE TO PURSUE THE NEGOTIATIONS 
CONSTRUCTIVELY HAVING REGARD TO THE IMPORTANCE OF ALL OF THE 
SUBJECTS UNDER DISCUSSION, IN PARTICULAR IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN 
CONTACTS. 

7. MINISTERS NOTED THAT THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
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AND THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC WERE ADMITTED SIMULTANEOUSLY 
AS MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN SEPTEMBER 1973. THEY 
REAFFIRMED THEIR VIEW THAT SATISFACTORY DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO GERMAN STATES, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
THE SPECIAL SITUATION IN GERMANY, CAN MAKE A SIGNIFICANT 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE FURTHER RELAXATION OF TENSIONS IN EUROPE. 

8. AS REGARDS BERLIN, MINISTERS PAID PARTICULAR 

ATTENTION TO THE EXPERIENCE SO FAR GAINED IN THE APPLICATION OF 
THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT OF 3RD SEPTEMBER, 1971. THEY 
REAFFIRMED THEIR CONVICTION THAT THE STRICT OBSERVANCE AND FULL 
APPLICATION OF THIS AGREMENT MAKE POSSIBLE A SATISFACTORY 
SOLUTION OF PRACTICAL QUESTIONS IN THE INTEREST OF THE PEOPLE 
OF BERLIN AND CONSTITUTE A CONDITION FOR LASTING DETENTE AND 
STABILITY IN EUROPE. 
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9. MINISTERS REPRESENTING COUNTRIES WHICH PARTICIPATE 

IN NATO'S INTEGRATED DEFENCE PROGRAMME WELCOMED THE OPENING, 

ON 30TH OCTOBER, OF THE NEGOTIATIONS ON MUTUAL AND BALANCED 
FORCE REDUCTIONS WHICH THEY HAD PROPOSED. THEY CONSIDERED 
A REPORT BY ALLIED NEGOTIATORS IN VIENNA, AND NOTED THAT THE 
TALKS WERE PROCEEDING IN A BUSINESSLIKE WAY. THEY INSTRUUCTED 
THE COUNCIL IN PERMANENT SESSION TO CONTINUE ITS WORK ON 
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THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

10. THESE MINISTERS RECALLED THAT, AS AGREED ON 28TH JUNE 
AT THE PREPARATORY CONSULTATIONS IN VIENNA, THE GENERAL 
OBJECTIVE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS WOULD BE TO CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE 
STABLE RELATIONSHIP AND TO THE STRENGTHENING OF PEACE AND SECURITY 
IN EUROPE. TO THIS END THE ALLIED NEGOTIATORS IN VIENNA HAVE 
PROPOSED THE STABLISHMENT OF APPROXIMATE PARITY BETWEEN THE TWO 
SIDES, IN THE FORM OF A COMMON CEILING FOR OVERALL GROUND FORCE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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MANPOWER ON EACH SIDE IN THE AREA IN WHICH REDUCTIONS WOULD TAKE 
PLACE, HAVING REGARD TO COMBAT CAPABILITY. THEY HAVE ALSO 
PROPOSED A FIRST PHASE AGREEMENT PROVIDING FOR REDUCTIONS OF 

SOVIET AND US GROUND FORCES IN THE AREA. THESE MINISTERS 
REAFFIRMED THEIR RESOLVE, ON THE BASIS OF THE AGREED ALLIED 
APPROACH TO MUTUAL AND BALANCED FORCE REDUCTIONS INCLUDING 
ASSOCIATED MEASURES, TO STRIVE FOR AN OUTCOME WHICH WAS BOTH 
BALANCED AND EQUITABLE, AND WHICH WOULD ENSURE UNDIMINISHED 
SECURITY FOR ALL PARTIES. 

1 1 . THESE MINISTERS REAFFIRMED THE NEED TO MAINTAIN AND 
IMPROVE ALLIED FORCES IN EUROPE, AND EXPRESSED THEIR CONVICTION 
THAT REDUCTIONS SHOULD TAKE PLACE ONLY IN THE CONTEXT OF MBFR. 
THEY ALSO RECOGNIZED THAT THE MAINTENANCE OF UNITED STATES 
FORCES IN EUROPE AT THEIR PRESENT LEVEL CALLS FOR A COMMON 
EFFORT ON THE PART OF THE ALLIES TO ACHIEVE A SOLUTION TO THE 
FINANCIAL PROBLEMS WHICH THE UNITED STATES CONSEQUENTLY FACES. 

TO THIS END, THESE MINISTERS REAFFIRMED THE DECISIONS TAKEN BY 
THE DEFENCE MINISTERS AND EXPRESSE THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE 
STATEMENTS CONTAINED IN PARAS 9-12 OF THE COMMUNIQUE OF 

THE DEFENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE ISSUED ON 7TH DECEMBER, 1973. 

12. MINISTERS EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THE CONTINUING 
EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN BY THE UNITED STATES IN SALT II TOWARDS A 
PERMANENT AGREEMENT LIMITING STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE ARMS. THEY 
TOOK NOTE OF THE DECLARATION ON THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF 
NEGOTIATIONS ON THE FURTHER LIMITATION OF STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE 
ARMS SIGNED ON 21ST JUNE, 1973, INCLUDING, IN PARTICULAR, THE 
RECOGNITION OF EACH SIDE'S EQUAL SECURITY INTEREST. 

13. IN NOTING THE PROGRESS REPORTED BY THE CHAIRMAN 

OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CHALLENEGES OF MODERN SOCIETY (CCMS), 
MINISTERS WELCOMED THE START ON CO-OPERATION IN THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF SUPPLEMENTAL ENERGNY SOURCES THROUGH THE USE OF SOLAR AND 
GEOTHERMAL ENERGY, AND IN THE DISPOSAL OF HAZARDOUS WASTES AND 
TOXIC INDUSTRIAL EFFLUENTS. MINISTERS TOOK NOTE OF THE CCMS 
INTERNATIONAL ROAD SAFETY RESOLUTION, AND THE CCMS GUIDELINES 
ON NATIONAL PLANNING FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT. MINISTERS 
EXPRESSED SATISFACTION AT THE PRACTICAL WORK OF THE CCMS IN 
SUCH OTHER FIELDS AS AIR AND WATERS POLLUTION, HEALTH CARE, 
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AND URBAN TRANSPORTATION. 

14. THE MINISTERS DIRECTED THE COUNCIL IN PERMANENT 
SESSION TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON THE DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT 
SESSION OF THE MINISTERIAL MEETING OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC 
COUNCIL, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE 1974 WILL MARK THE 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE SIGNING OF THE TREATY. 

RUMSFELD 
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